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Getting to the heart of the matter, Matt. 15:1-20. 
 

- From the beginning, God has always been concerned with the heart. 
- One of Jesus’ greatest frustrations with the Pharisees was their fascination with the 

outside at the expense of examining the inner man. 
- We need to be cautious what flows in and also what flows out of our hearts.  We are 

the guardians. 
 
Since the fall. 
 

- Since the fall of man, God has sought a way back to the heart of man. 
- One of the reasons He choose Abraham was because of his heart, Gen. 18:19. 
- The sign of that covenant between God and Abraham was the act of circumcision.  God 

cut covenant with Abraham who had to shed his blood to seal the deal, Gen. 17:10-11. 
- You and I are part of this eternal covenant because of Christ, Gal. 3:29. 

 
Never after the flesh. 
 

- God was never interested in the flesh of man but was after his heart, Gen. 10:12-16. 
- God does not observe the way that man does.  Man tends to be swayed by the externals, 

whereas God looks at the heart, 1Sam. 16:7 
- The Pharisees got all wrapped up in the outside of a man, Matt. 23:24. 

 
The danger of externals only. 
 

- In Luke 18:9-14, Jesus compares two men one a Pharisee, the other a tax collector. 
- What was the difference between the two.  The Pharisee thought everything was OK 

because of all the he had done to prove himself before God, yet his heart was not right 
(pride, arrogance.) 

- The Publican knew from his externals that he had nothing to offer God and therefore 
came to Him on the basis of the mercy of God.  The publican’s heart was humbled before 
God. 

- There is a huge danger in judging from the outside, Rev. 3:14-17. 
- We cannot hide from God, He knows our innermost thoughts Heb. 4:12-13, Prov. 20:27. 

 
True circumcision is in the heart and not in the flesh.  True Judaism is in the heart and not 
in the flesh.  True Christianity is in the heart and not in the flesh, Ro. 2:28-29 

 
How do we go about circumcising our heart? 
 

- We must be diligent to follow and surrender to God. 
- We must let the Word of God work within us over time, John 17:17, 1 Peter 1:22-23. 
- God gives us the freedom to judge and examine ourselves.  Let us judge truly according 

to our actions and not according to our intentions. 


